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In the landscape of Anglican liturgical scholarship and pastoral practice, few supplemental texts hold as much 

weight as A Manual for Priests of the American Church. Edited by Earle H. Maddux and associated with the 

Society of Saint John the Evangelist (SSJE), this manual serves as a critical bridge between the formal structures 

of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP) and the nuanced, day-to-day requirements of the priesthood. While the 

BCP provides the skeleton of the liturgy, the Manual for Priests provides the sinews and flesh, particularly 

concerning the Occasional Offices—those rites and blessings that occur outside the standard Sunday Eucharist

or Daily Office.

The Historical and Theological Context of the Maddux Manual

To understand the technical value of A Manual for Priests of the American Church, one must first understand the 

era of its primary influence. Although reprinted by Wipf and Stockin 2004, the text’s roots are deeply embedded in

the mid-20th-century Anglo-Catholic movement within the Episcopal Church (ECUSA). This period was

characterized by a desire to recover pre-Reformation liturgical practices and to align American Anglicanism more

closely with the broader Western Catholic tradition.

The manual was specifically designed to be complimentary to the Occasional Offices. In liturgical terminology,

an "Office" is a set form of ritual or prayer. While the BCP contains the standard offices (Baptism, Matrimony,

Burial), there are hundreds of pastoral situations—ranging from the blessing of a new home to the visitation of a

sick child—that require a structured, theologically sound liturgical response. Earle H. Maddux compiled this manual

to ensure that clergy had access to these traditional forms without having to improvise or deviate from the church’s

theological standards.

The Role of Traditional Language in Liturgical Precision

One of the defining technical characteristics of this manual is its use of traditional language (the use of "Thee," 

"Thou," "vouchsafe," etc.). From a technical writing perspective, traditional liturgical English is not merely an 

aesthetic choice; it is a functional one. The use of the second-person singular (Thou) creates a specific linguistic 

boundary between the sacred and the profane, establishing a register of speech dedicated solely to the Divine. In 

the context of the American Church, this manual preserves the linguistic continuity of the 1928 Book of Common 

Prayer, even as the church moved toward the more contemporary language of the 1979 revision.

Core Concepts and the Anatomy of the Occasional Offices

The manual is structured around the Occasional Offices, which can be categorized into three primary functional 

areas: Sacramental Rites, Blessings (Sacramentals), and Pastoral Care of the Sick. Understanding the

distinction between these is vital for any clergyman or liturgical scholar.

•  Sacramental Rites: These are extensions of the seven sacraments. While the Manual does not replace the 

BCP’s rites for the Eucharist or Baptism, it provides supplemental prayers and "propers" (variable parts of the 



service) that enrich these occasions.

•  Sacramentals: These are sacred signs (such as holy water, ashes, or the sign of the cross) which bear a 

resemblance to the sacraments. They signify effects, particularly of a spiritual kind, which are obtained through the 

Church’s intercession. The Manual provides the specific formulas for blessing these objects.

•  Occasional Offices: These include the Churching of Women, the Blessing of a Grave, and various forms of 

Exorcism or deliverance ministry which are not detailed in the standard BCP.

Technical Analysis of the Collect Structure

Every prayer in the Maddux manual follows a strict rhetorical and theological formula known as the Collect. When

analyzing the efficacy of these prayers, liturgical scholars look for five distinct components:

1.  The Address: Identifying the person of the Trinity (e.g., "Almighty and everlasting God").

2.  The Ground (The Basis): A statement of God's character or a past action (e.g., "who didst vouchsafe to be 

born of a Virgin").

3.  The Petition: The specific request being made.

4.  The Result: The intended outcome of the request (e.g., "that we may be delivered from all adversity").

5.  The Doxology: A formal conclusion through Jesus Christ in the unity of the Holy Spirit.

This manual is praised because its prayers never deviate from this rigorous technical structure, ensuring that the

priest’s intercessions remain grounded in orthodox Christology.

Liturgical Comparison: BCP vs. Maddux Manual

The following table provides a comparison between the standard provisions of the 1979 Book of Common Prayer 

and the supplemental material provided in A Manual for Priests of the American Church.



Feature Book of Common Prayer (1979) Manual for Priests (Maddux)

Primary Language Contemporary (Rite II) / Traditional 
(Rite I)

Traditional (Thee/Thou) exclusively

Blessing of Objects Limited (Water, Oil, Palm) Extensive (Homes, Medals, 
Vestments, Bells)

Pastoral Offices Standard (Marriage, Burial, Sick) Expanded (Churching, Deliverance, 
Reconcilation)

Theological Tone Broad/Ecumenical Anglo-Catholic / Traditionalist

Rubrical Detail General instructions Detailed manual actions for the Priest

As illustrated, the Maddux manual is not a competitor to the BCP but an extensionof it. It provides the "how-to" for

ceremonies that the BCP assumes the priest already knows or does not have the space to detail.

Technical Workflows: The Execution of a Blessing

In the context of the American Church, the blessing of an object or place follows a specific technical workflow. This 

manual serves as the procedural guide for these actions. Below is a breakdown of the Blessing of a House, a

common occasional office found in the manual.

Step 1: Preparation of the Elements

The priest must ensure that all physical elements are prepared according to the Rubrics (the instructions printed in 

red in liturgical books). For a house blessing, this includes:Holy Water (Asperges): For sprinkling the rooms.

Incense (Optional): Symbolizing the prayers of the saints.The Manual:Open to the appropriate page for the

station prayers.

Step 2: The Entrance and Introductory Prayers

The priest begins with the Pax (Peace) at the threshold: "Peace be to this house and to all that dwell in it."This is

followed by the recitation of a Psalm, typically Psalm 121 or 127, which sets the biblical foundation for the

protection of the home.

Step 3: The Perambulation

The manual instructs the priest to move from room to room. This is a procedural movementwhere specific areas

of the house are dedicated to specific purposes (e.g., the kitchen for sustenance, the bedrooms for rest and purity).

At each station, a specific Collect is used.

Step 4: The Conclusion and Signing

The rite concludes with a final blessing of the inhabitants and, often, the Chalking of the Door(the inscription of

the year and the initials of the Magi), a traditional practice supported by the manual’s rubrics.

Case Study: The Manual in a Modern Sacristy

Consider a modern Episcopal parish that follows the 1979 BCP. The priest is asked to perform a blessing for a 

parishioner who is moving into a new hospice facility. The 1979 BCP provides a general rite for the "Ministration to 

the Sick," but it may lack the specific prayers for the sanctification of a room or the blessing of a sickbed. 



By turning to A Manual for Priests of the American Church, the priest can find a specific prayer (page 145-160 in 

various editions) that addresses the transition to a place of suffering. The technical precision of these prayers 

provides a psychological and spiritual comfort that more generic prayers might fail to offer. The manual acts as a 

liturgical toolkit, allowing the priest to tailor the church's grace to the specific needs of the individual.

Mathematical and Symbolic Models in the Manual

Liturgical practice often involves what can be described as "Symbolic Logic." For instance, the number of signs of 

the cross made over an object often follows a pattern (1, 3, or 5). The Maddux manual preserves these patterns, 

which are based on historical liturgical mathematics:One: Signifying the Unity of the Godhead.Three: Signifying 

the Holy Trinity.Five: Signifying the Five Wounds of Christ (often used in the consecration of altars).

The manual provides the exact placement of these signs within the text, ensuring that the priest’s physical actions

(manual acts) are synchronized with the spoken word.

Troubleshooting and Canonical Considerations

While A Manual for Priests of the American Church is an invaluable resource, its use requires an understanding of 

Canon Law and liturgical authority. In the Episcopal Church, the Bishopis the chief liturgist of the diocese. Clergy

must be aware of several technical challenges:

1. Canonical Authorization

Does the manual have the "Imprimatur" or the approval of the local Ordinary (the Bishop)? Historically, this manual

has been widely accepted as "supplemental material" under the rubrics of the BCP that allow for "other devotions."

However, a priest must ensure that the prayers do not contradict the theology of the authorized Prayer Book.

2. Linguistic Consistency

Switching between the contemporary language of a Rite II Eucharist and the traditional language of the Maddux 

Manual can be jarring for a congregation. Technical experts in liturgy recommend that if the Manual is to be used, 

the priest should maintain a consistent register or provide the text in the bulletin to assist the laity in following the 

liturgical flow.

3. The "Black Rubrics" and Manual Acts

One common challenge is the interpretation of rubrics that were written for a 1928-style sanctuary layout in a 

modern "reordered" church. The priest must adapt the physical movements (turning toward the East, genuflections) 

to the architectural reality of the modern space without losing the theological integrity of the rite.

Technical Specifications and Bibliography

For the senior technical writer or librarian, the following data points are essential for the cataloging and acquisition

of this volume:

•  Full Title: A Manual for Priests of the American Church: Complimentary to the Occasional Offices of the Book 

of Common Prayer.

•  Editor: Earle H. Maddux.

•  Publisher: Wipf and Stock (originally published by the Society of St. John the Evangelist).

•  ISBN-13: 978-1592447749.

•  Format: Paperback / PDF / Hardcover.

•  Page Count: 302-314 pages (depending on the edition).



•  Dimensions: 5.25 x 8.25 inches.

This compact size is a technical requirement, as the book must be portable enough to be carried in a pocket or a

small "sick call" bag for hospital visits.

The Enduring Significance of the Maddux Manual

The continued relevance of A Manual for Priests of the American Church in the 21st century speaks to a 

fundamental need in the clerical life: the need for structured, authoritative, and beautiful forms of prayer. In an

era where many religious practices have become informal or unstructured, the manual provides a rigorous

framework that protects the dignity of the priesthood and the sanctity of the church's occasional offices.

By maintaining the link to traditional language and the SSJE's ascetic heritage, Earle H. Maddux ensured that the

American Church would not lose its connection to the broader stream of Western liturgical history. For the priest in

the sacristy, this manual remains as necessary today as it was in 1970—providing the exact words needed when

the world’s needs are most acute. Whether it is the blessing of a wedding ring, the reconciliation of a penitent, or

the final prayers at the bedside of the dying, the manual stands as a testament to the power of a disciplined

liturgical life.

Ultimately, the manual serves as a technical blueprint for the "Art of the Priest." It recognizes that while the Spirit

blows where it wills, the vessel through which the Spirit’s grace is channeled is often a well-worn book of prayers,

meticulously compiled and faithfully used across generations. Its presence in every sacristy is not just a matter of

tradition, but a matter of technical necessity for the holistic care of the faithful.
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