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The academic landscape of legal education in India has undergone significant transformations, particularly with the 

implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. At the forefront of this evolution in Uttar Pradesh is 

Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University (DBRAU), formerly known as Agra University. For aspiring legal professionals, 

understanding the intricate details of the LLB (Three-Year Course) and the BA LLB (Five-Year Integrated 

Course) is paramount for academic success and professional readiness. This technical guide provides an 

exhaustive breakdown of the syllabus, core legal frameworks, and pedagogical structures adopted by DBRAU and 

its affiliated institutions, such as the R.K. College of Law.

1. Theoretical Framework of Legal Education at DBRAU

The curriculum design at Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University is structured to balance theoretical jurisprudence with 

practical procedural application. The legal education framework is divided into two primary streams: the 

undergraduate 3-year LLB program for graduates and the 5-year integrated BA LLB program for students entering 

after higher secondary education. Both streams are governed by the guidelines of the Bar Council of India (BCI) 

and the updated NEP 2020 standards.

Core Pillars of the Curriculum

The syllabus is built upon four foundational pillars that ensure a comprehensive understanding of the Indian legal

system:

•  Substantive Law: Focuses on the rights and duties of individuals (e.g., Law of Crimes, Law of Contracts).

•  Adjective/Procedural Law: Governs the machinery through which substantive law is enforced (e.g., Civil 

Procedure Code, Criminal Procedure Code, Law of Evidence).

•  Legal Theory and Jurisprudence: Examines the philosophy of law, its origins, and its societal impact.

•  Practical Training: Includes Moot Courts, Internship, and Professional Ethics modules.

2. Technical Breakdown: LLB 1st Year (Three-Year Course)

The first year of the LLB program serves as the introductory phase where students are exposed to the fundamental 

principles of civil and criminal liability. According to the DBRAU 2022-2023 syllabus, the focus is heavily weighted

toward foundational statutes.

Paper I: Law of Contract & Specific Relief Act

This module is technically split into two segments. The first segment covers the Indian Contract Act, 1872 

(Sections 1-75), focusing on the formation of contracts, consideration, and the legality of objects. The second 

segment introduces the Specific Relief Act, 1963, which provides remedies for the breach of contract where

monetary compensation is insufficient.

Paper II: Jurisprudence (Legal Theory)

Often considered the 'Grammar of Law,' Jurisprudence at DBRAU covers the various schools of thought, including 

the Analytical School (Austin, Bentham), the Historical School (Savigny), and the Sociological School(Roscoe



Pound). Technical mastery of this subject is essential for understanding the interpretation of statutes.



Subject Code Subject Name Core Technical Focus Evaluation Metric

LLB-101 General Principles of 
Contract

Sec. 1-75, Specific Relief 
Act

100 Marks (Theory)

LLB-102 Jurisprudence Sources of Law, Legal 
Concepts

100 Marks (Theory)

LLB-103 Law of Torts Vicarious Liability, 
Negligence

100 Marks (Theory)

LLB-104 Family Law (Hindu/Muslim) Succession, Marriage, 
Divorce

100 Marks (Theory)

3. Advanced Procedural Frameworks: LLB 2nd & 3rd Year

As students progress into the second and third years, the syllabus shifts from conceptual frameworks to 

procedural technicality. This transition is critical for students aiming for litigation or judicial services.

The Civil Procedure Code (CPC) & Limitation Act

In the 2nd year, Paper 5 typically covers the Civil Procedure Code (1908). This is one of the most technical 

papers in the DBRAU syllabus. It involves the study of the hierarchy of civil courts, the process of filing a 'Plaint,' the 

'Written Statement,' and the execution of decrees. The Limitation Act, 1963, is integrated here to teach students

the statutory timeframes within which legal actions must be initiated.

Property Law and Easement Act

The Transfer of Property Act, 1882, forms the core of the 2nd-year curriculum. It covers technical concepts such

as 'Vested Interest,' 'Contingent Interest,' and the 'Doctrine of Part Performance.' Understanding these mechanisms

is vital for real estate and corporate law practices.

Land Laws of Uttar Pradesh

Unique to the Agra University syllabus (DBRAU) is the heavy emphasis on local land laws, including the U.P. 

Revenue Code, 2006, and Ceiling Acts. This specific focus prepares students for practice within the state of Uttar

Pradesh, dealing with agricultural land disputes and revenue litigation.

4. Comparative Analysis: 3-Year LLB vs. 5-Year BA LLB

While the core legal subjects remain consistent, the pedagogical approach and duration differ significantly between 

the two programs offered by DBRAU and its affiliated colleges like R.K. College of Law.



Feature 3-Year LLB Course 5-Year BA LLB Course

Eligibility Graduate Degree (Any Stream) 10+2 (Higher Secondary)

Curriculum Structure Purely Legal Subjects Integrated (Arts + Law)

NEP Compliance Semester/Yearly Credit System Integrated Multi-disciplinary

Focus Area Accelerated Legal Theory Gradual Legal Immersion

Professional Goal Career Switch / Academic Depth Early Professional Foundation

5. The NEP 2020 Influence on DBRAU Law Syllabus

The National Education Policy (NEP) has introduced a credit-based system at DBRAU. This requires a technical 

understanding of Choice Based Credit System (CBCS), where students can select elective papers across

disciplines. For Law students in Agra, this means an increased focus on:

•  Interdisciplinary Studies: Combining Law with Economics or Political Science.

•  Continuous Internal Assessment: Shifting away from a single annual exam to a modular evaluation involving 

seminars and assignments.

•  Digital Literacy: Incorporation of legal research databases (like Manupatra or SCC Online) into the standard 

syllabus.

6. Practical Implementation: The Field Guide for Law Students

Navigating the DBRAU syllabus requires more than just rote memorization. A technical approach to study involves

several key procedures:

Case Law Analysis Methodology

Students must master the IRAC Method(Issue, Rule, Analysis, Conclusion) when studying the landmark cases

prescribed in the DBRAU syllabus. Whether it is Kesavananda Bharati v. State of Kerala for Constitutional Law or

Lalman Shukla v. Gauri Datt for Contract Law, the technical breakdown of the 'Ratio Decidendi' is crucial.

Drafting and Pleading (Clinical Legal Education)

In the final year, students engage in Drafting, Pleading, and Conveyancing. This involves the technical

construction of legal documents such as:

1.  Civil Drafts: Plaints, Written Statements, Interlocutory Applications.

2.  Criminal Drafts: Complaints, Bail Applications, Criminal Revisions.

3.  Conveyancing: Sale Deeds, Mortgage Deeds, Lease Deeds, and Wills.

7. Troubleshooting Academic Challenges: Common Pitfalls

Many students struggle with the transition from general theory to procedural law. Below is a matrix of common

challenges and technical solutions based on the DBRAU curriculum.



Challenge Technical Cause Recommended Solution

Complexity of CPC/CrPC Procedural overload and strict 
timelines.

Use flowcharts to map the journey of 
a suit from filing to execution.

Jurisprudence Abstraction Lack of practical application of 
theories.

Link schools of law to modern 
Supreme Court judgments.

Land Law Vocabulary Usage of archaic Persian/Urdu 
revenue terms.

Maintain a glossary of U.P. Revenue 
Code terminology (e.g., Khasra, 
Khatauni).

Specific Relief Act Interpretation Confusion between legal and 
equitable remedies.

Study Section 5-14 of SRA in 
conjunction with Contract Act Sec 73.

8. The Role of Affiliated Colleges: R.K. College of Law and Others

Affiliated colleges play a critical role in the delivery of the DBRAU syllabus. These institutions are responsible for 

implementing the Internal Assessment components, which often account for 20-30% of the total grade. Technical 

study at these colleges often includes Moot Court exercises, where students simulate court proceedings based

on the subjects covered in their current semester, such as Law of Evidence or IPC.

Legal Research and Documentation

Modern law students at DBRAU are expected to utilize OSCOLA or Bluebookcitation styles for their research

papers. This technical requirement ensures that the legal documentation produced by the students meets

international academic standards.

9. Career Trajectories and Strategic Implications

The syllabus of DBRAU is strategically designed to align with the Uttar Pradesh Higher Judicial Services 

(UPHJS) and PCS-J (Provincial Civil Service-Judicial) examinations. Key subjects like the Indian Evidence Act, 

Indian Penal Code (IPC), and Constitutional Laware taught with a depth that directly mirrors the competitive

exam patterns.

Furthermore, the inclusion of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) and Cyber Lawin the elective modules of the 5-

year BA LLB program reflects the university's commitment to modernizing the legal workforce. As digital

transformation continues, these technical legal subjects become the cornerstone of high-paying corporate law

careers.

10. Synthesis: The Future of Legal Studies at DBRAU

The Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar University LLB and BA LLB syllabus represents a robust blend of traditional legal 

values and contemporary academic requirements. By mastering the core principles of the Contract Act, navigating 

the complexities of Civil and Criminal Procedure, and adapting to the NEP 2020frameworks, students can

effectively transition from academic learners to skilled legal practitioners. The focus on local land laws and state-

specific regulations provides a unique competitive edge for those practicing in North India.

Success in this rigorous program demands a systematic approach: prioritizing procedural accuracy, engaging

deeply with jurisprudential theories, and maintaining a disciplined schedule for practical clinical training. As the



university continues to update its curriculum in response to legislative changes (such as the recent introduction of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita to replace the IPC), students must remain agile, utilizing the foundational structures

provided by the DBRAU syllabus to navigate the ever-evolving corridors of justice.
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